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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a correspondence with 
Steven Laureanti on 1 0/3/201 1 . 

The claims have been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-based method for electronic communication between 
consumer goods trading partners, comprising: 

providing establishing, by a computer, an electronic communication link u so ft ware application 
program which communicates between first and second trading partners over an electronic 

inputting defining, by the computer, user-defined extended data attributes by the first trading 
partner into a plurality of tables through a graphical user interface, the tables including, 

(a) a first table for providing extended data definitions of each extended data 
attribute, each extended data definition in the first table including an extended data definition 
identification field, extended data name field, extended data type field, extended data description field, 
extended entity type field, and unique link to the second trading partner, 

(b) a second table for correlating each extended data type field used in the first 

table, the second table including an extended data type field, extended data type name field, and extended 
data type description field, 

(c) a third table for correlating each extended entity type used in the first table, 
the third table including an extended entity type field and extended entity type name field, and 

d) a fourth table for correlating the extended data definition identification used in 
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the first table, the fourth table including an entity owner of the extended data type definition and values 

for each extended data attribute; 

transmitting , by the computer, standard data attributes to the second trading partner; and 
transmitting , by the computer, the extended data attributes from the plurality of tables as an 

XML-message to the second trading partner. 

2. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 1, wherein the extended 
data attributes are selected from the group consisting of product, pricing, and trade promotions. 

3-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The computer-based method of claim 1, wherein defining the 
user-defined extended data attributes includes further including using pre-determined security measures to 
provide authorization for trading partners to input the extended data attributes into the plurality of tables. 

7. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 1, further including 
establishing the electronic communication link through the Internet. 

8-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 1, wherein the unique link 
to the second trading partner includes a global location number. 

22. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 21, wherein the extended 
entity type identification includes a designation for product, price, and promotion. 

23. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 1, wherein the first table 
further includes a field to designate whether extended data is required by the second trading partner. 

24. (Previously presented) The computer-based method of claim 1, wherein the extended 
data types are numeric, date, and text string. 
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25. (Previously presented) The computes-based method of claim 1, wherein the graphical 
user interface includes a plurality of data entry screens for creation and maintenance of the extended data 
attributes as defined in the first, second, third, and fourth tables. 

26. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for electronic communication 
between trading partners, comprising: 

establishing , by a computer, an electronic communication link between first and second trading 
partners; 

transmitting , by the computer, standard data attributes associated with a commercial transaction 
from the first trading partner to the second trading partner; 

defining , by the computer, extended data attributes associated with the commercial transaction in 
a plurality of tables through a graphical user interface, the tables including, 

(a) a first table for providing extended data definitions of each extended data 
attribute, each extended data definition in the first table including an extended data definition 
identification field, extended data name field, extended data type field, extended data description 
field, extended entity type field, and unique link to the second trading partner, 

(b) a second table for correlating each extended data type field used in the first 

table, the second table including an extended data type field, extended data type name field, and extended 
data type description field, 

(c) a third table for correlating each extended entity type used in the first table, 
the third table including an extended entity type field and extended entity type name field, and 

(d) a fourth table for correlating the extended data definition identification used in 
the first table, the fourth table including an entity owner of the extended data type definition and values 
for each extended data attribute; and 

transmitting , by the computer, the extended data attributes over the electronic communication link 
from the first trading partner to the second trading partner. 

27. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 26, wherein the 
electronic communication link is routed through the Internet. 

28. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 26, wherein the 
extended entity type identification includes a designation for product, price, and promotion. 
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29. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein the 
graphical user interface includes a plurality of data entry screens for creation and maintenance of the 
extended data attributes as defined in the first, second, third, and fourth tables. 

30. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 26, wherein the 
extended data attributes relate to product, price, and promotion. 

31. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 26, wherein the 
extended data attributes are transmitted as XML-based messages. 

32. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for electronic communication 
between trading partners, comprising: 

establishing , by a computer, an electronic communication link between first and second trading 
partners; 

transmitting , by the computer, standard data attributes associated with a commercial transaction 
from the first trading partner to the second trading partner; 

defining , by the computer, extended data attributes associated with the commercial transaction in 
a plurality of tables through a graphical user interface, the tables including, 

(a) a first table for providing extended data definitions of each extended data 
attribute, each extended data definition in the first table including an extended data definition 
identification field, extended data type field, and extended entity type field , 

(b) a second table for correlating each extended data type field used in the first 

table, 

(c) a third table for correlating each extended entity type used in the first table, 

and 

(d) a fourth table for correlating the extended data definition identification used in 
the first table; and 

transmitting , by the computer, the extended data attributes over the electronic communication link 
from the first trading partner to the second trading partner. 
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33. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
first table further includes an extended data name field, extended data description field, and unique link to 
the second trading partner. 

34. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
second table includes an extended data type field, extended data type name field, and extended data type 
description field. 

35. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
third table including an extended entity type field and extended entity type name field. 

36. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
fourth table includes an entity owner of the extended data type definition and values for each extended 
data attribute. 

37. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
graphical user interface includes a plurality of data entry screens for creation and maintenance of the 
extended data attributes as defined in the first, second, third, and fourth tables. 

38. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
extended data attributes relate to product, price, and promotion. 

39. (Previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 32, wherein the 
extended data attributes are transmitted as XML-based messages. 

40-48. (Canceled) 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1,2,6, 7, and 21 -39 are allowed. 
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3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
independent claims of Applicant's invention recite a method of communicating between 
trading partners. Information is input into a plurality of tables, the tables containing 
specific types of information, and then that information is sent from a first trading partner 
to a second trading partner. 

Jain (U.S. Patent No. 6,993,506) discloses a system and method of sending XML 
messages containing extended data attributes to a trading partner. Jain further teaches 
storing information in databases. Jain does not teach the exact arrangement of data as 
expressed by the claimed tables. According to the Decision rendered by the Board of 
Patent Appeals and Interferences on 6/14/2010, the Board concludes that the 
arrangement of this data would not be known to those skilled in the art, and therefore 
one skilled in the art would not find it obvious to modify the teachings of Jain to store 
data according to any arrangement of tables. Therefore, according to the Board 
Decision, the inputting of data into tables and sending of data between 2 parties is 
found to be novel and allowable as long as the arrangement of the data is not arranged 
by another in the same manner before the filing of the invention. As there are no other 
teachings of the exact arrangement and format of the tables as in Applicant's invention, 
this application is found to be allowable. 

The claims overcome 35 U.S.C. 101 as each step in all independent claims are 
tied to a computer. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL BEKERMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3256. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:00 - 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric W. Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Bekerman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



